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CONSENT:  REGULAR: X CLOSED SESSION:   
 (Confidential) 
ACTION: X INFORMATION:   
 
ITEM TITLE: Resolution in Support of Roanoke Regional Airport Commission Regarding Possible  
           Closure of the Roanoke Regional Airport’s Air Traffic Control Tower at Night 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  Adopt a Resolution in support of the Roanoke Regional Airport Commission’s 
resolution opposing the Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA’s) proposal to close the Roanoke Regional 
Airport’s Air Traffic Control Tower at night.  
 
SUMMARY:  
 
As part of a cost-cutting measure, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is proposing that the Roanoke 
Regional Airport Air Traffic Control Tower (ATCT) be closed between the hours of midnight and 5:00 a.m. 
daily. Since Lynchburg Regional Airport is provided all of its terminal radar control (TRACON) services from 
ATCT personnel located in Roanoke, such a proposal will have a significant impact on air traffic control 
services in the Lynchburg area as well.  Besides the elimination of such services, the FAA proposal would 
also have a significant negative impact on aviation safety by eliminating the positive control of air traffic 
during a critical phase of flight, and within a region that contains considerable mountainous terrain.          
 
On March 16, 2005, the Roanoke Regional Airport Commission passed Resolution # 10-031605 which 
expressed the Commission’s strong opposition to the FAA proposal.  To show Lynchburg’s support, the 
Lynchburg Regional Airport Commission is recommending that Lynchburg City Council adopt a similar 
resolution. 
 
PRIOR ACTION(S):   
  
March 28, 2005: Lynchburg Regional Airport Commission passes motion recommending that Lynchburg 

City Council adopt resolution opposing FAA proposal. 
          
FISCAL IMPACT: none 
 
CONTACT(S):   
 
Mark F. Courtney 455-6089 Airport Director   
 
ATTACHMENT(S):  
 
1) Resolution 
2) Resolution of the Roanoke Regional Airport Commission (#10-031605) 
3) Resolutions adopted by Roanoke City Council and the Roanoke County Board of Supervisors 
 
REVIEWED BY: lkp 
 

 
 



RESOLUTION 
 
 
WHEREAS, the Federal Aviation Administration has proposed closing the Air Traffic Control Tower located 
at Roanoke Regional Airport between the hours of midnight and 5:00 a.m. daily; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Lynchburg Regional Airport receives all of its terminal radar control (TRACON) services 
through the Roanoke Regional Airport Air Traffic Control Tower utilizing a terminal airport surveillance radar 
(ASR-9) facility located on a Candler’s Mountain site adjacent to Lynchburg Regional Airport that was 
constructed in 1999; and,  
 
WHERAS, that these terminal radar services are deemed vital to the continued safe operation of air traffic of 
all types throughout the Central Virginia region, especially considering the presence of considerable 
mountainous terrain in the vicinity of Lynchburg and to its west; and,  
 
WHERAS, continuing this enhanced radar coverage during these hours will maintain the air traffic 
controller’s ability to better manage aircraft movements in the Lynchburg area, provide accurate aircraft and 
separation information within a 60-mile range of Lynchburg Regional Airport, and continue to enhance 
safety through superior radar coverages at lower altitudes in the mountainous areas west of the airport; and     
 
WHEREAS, the Lynchburg City Council and the Lynchburg Regional Airport Commission share the same 
safety concerns over this proposal, and have a common interest in continuing the 24-hour operation of the 
Roanoke Regional Airport Air Traffic Control Tower; therefore,   
 
BE IT RESOLVED That the Lynchburg City Council supports resolution #10-031605 adopted by the 
Roanoke Regional Airport Commission on March 16, 2005, and also expresses its strongest possible 
opposition to the FAA’ s proposal to close the Air Traffic Control Tower located at Roanoke Regional Airport 
between the hours of midnight and 5:00 a.m. daily. 
 
Adopted: 
 
Certified: ________________________ 
 Clerk of Council 
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